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Deferments can be challenged by any party. Once challenged, it will immediately go 
to hearing where an arbitrator will rule on it. In cases where Jurisdictional 
Exclusions (JE) are raised with a deferment, the Jurisdictional Exclusion is heard 
first and a ruling is made.

A deferment challenge ruling has one of two outcomes:

Deferment 
Allowed

Deferment 
Not Allowed

(Learn more about an Allowed/Not Allowed ruling)

Deferment Challenge Basics
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When a Jurisdictional Exclusion (JE) is raised with a deferment and then 
challenged by a party, the case goes to hearing to resolve the Jurisdictional 
Exclusion first. 

Jurisdictional Exclusion rulings have one of two outcomes:

In 
Jurisdiction

Out of 
Jurisdiction

Jurisdictional Exclusions

(Learn more about In or Out of Jurisdiction rulings)
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The case is considered in jurisdiction and proceeds to hearing again on the 
Deferment Challenge and ruled on.

(See Deferment Challenge Ruling Outcomes)

The case is considered out of jurisdiction as lacking jurisdiction and is 
withdrawn.

Jurisdictional Exclusion Ruling 
Outcomes

In Jurisdiction

Out of Jurisdiction
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The case will be restored to deferred status for one year from the deferment
request date, and the parties will be notified.
No further action is needed until the deferment expires. Once expired, parties
may need to resubmit a case for it to proceed to hearing.

The parties are notified. Parties may be required to resubmit a case for it to 
proceed to hearing. This additional step will depend on how the original case 
was submitted (Initial or Final Case Submission).

(Learn more about Case Submission Types)

Deferment Challenge Ruling 
Outcomes

Deferment Allowed

Deferment 
Not Allowed
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The terms and definitions on this page are intended to help parties distinguish between 
cases that have an Initial Submission from those with a Final Submission.    

An initial submission is when a deferment is added with or during the initial case and is requested prior to
selecting the Submit tab .

When a deferment ends, this submission type requires the case to be resubmitted to be viewable by 
the arbitrator. Parties can simply review case details, amend the case to include new information, or 
edit information previously entered.

A final submission is when a deferment is added AFTER the Submit tab                  is selected.

When a deferment ends, this submission type does not allow parties to amend previously entered 
information into the case. The case and the original information entered remains final and cannot be 
changed. 

Terms & Definitions

Initial Submission

Final Submission
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When a deferment ends, the case status will change. If the status of the case 
changes to pending/in progress, it must be resubmitted for it to proceed to 
hearing. If not, no action is required.

Case StatusCase Status

Resubmit is required. Resubmit is not 
required.

Case Status Options
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There are three ways parties can challenge a deferment. They are:

Case Summary:
Challenge Deferment Link

Case Summary:
Case Actions

Challenge Deferment

Worklist Ellipsis
Drop-Down Menu
Challenge Deferment

Three Ways to Challenge a Deferment
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After selecting a Challenge Deferment option, a dialog box will 
appear. Enter a justification, attach evidence, and select the 
Submit Challenge button.   

Once the deferment justification challenge is 
submitted, a blue banner will appear stating the 
deferment and challenge will be immediately 
reviewed by an arbitrator.   

An email notification will also be sent. 

Completing workflow steps is not required at this stage. 
You will have an opportunity to complete steps once the 
case is no longer deferred.

Deferment Challenge Justification
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A notification will be sent when the 
ruling is made.

If the deferment is not allowed 
(challenge successful), it will end. To 
view the deferment decision, click the 
link provided.

Select Decisions from the 
Case Summary page.  

Deferment Ruling Notification
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Under Findings, the deferment ruling can 
be found along with the arbitrator 
justification.   

If the deferment is not allowed (challenge 
successful), it will end, and the case status 
will change to Pending. Parties will 
complete workflow steps and submit a 
case to hearing on liability and/or 
damages.

Deferment Ruling – Not Allowed
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Under Findings, the deferment ruling can be found along 
with the arbitrator justification.

If the deferment is allowed (challenge unsuccessful), the 
case will be restored to deferred status for one year from 
the deferment request date, and the parties will be notified.   

No further action is needed until the deferment expires. Once expired, parties may need to resubmit a 
filing or response for it to proceed to hearing.

The case status will remain as 
Deferred.

Deferment Ruling – Allowed
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Member Support
For questions on 

how to withdraw a 
deferment or other 

TRS workflows, 
please contact 

Member Services at 
866-977-3434.
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Additional Resources

Click here to learn how to request a 
deferment.

Click here to learn how to withdraw a 
deferment.

https://home.arbfile.org/getmedia/3927888f-8ca9-4b87-aab0-63562f66c6a5/Deferment-Requests.pdf
https://home.arbfile.org/getmedia/79be99be-aadc-4b84-ab0c-e1a7e6135cad/Deferment-Withdrawals.pdf

	How to Challenge�a�Deferment 
	Table of Contents
	Deferment Challenge Basics
	Jurisdictional Exclusions
	Jurisdictional Exclusion Ruling Outcomes
	Deferment Challenge Ruling Outcomes
	Terms & Definitions
	Case Status Options
	Three Ways to Challenge a Deferment
	Deferment Challenge Justification
	Deferment Ruling Notification
	Deferment Ruling – Not Allowed
	Deferment Ruling – Allowed
	Member Support
	Additional Resources

